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Holiday Traditions From Around the World  
By Veronica Carden 

 
     The month of December is home to many different holidays with different meanings.  The 

most widely celebrated holiday in the US during this month is Christmas.  We exchange gifts, eat 
food, and some celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.  But what about other holidays?  What about 

how Christmas is celebrated in other countries?  One holiday can be celebrated in several different 
ways.  Senior Jessica Holt says that in Italy, where she is from, they spend the entire day with 
families and eat every meal together.  “They have markets downtown where they sell homemade 

goods.  Santa has gotten bigger over the years, but the main thing is in January. There's a lady that 
either brings coal or goods to kids,” she says.  

 People who practice Judaism celebrate Hanukkah, an eight day holiday that is centered 
around the rededication of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem.  It starts on 35 Kislev, and ends in 2 or 

3 Tevet (months on the Hebrew calendar). Traditionally, it is celebrated by lighting a menorah, a 
nine-branch candelabrum – one for each night, and an extra ninth one.  Another common 
tradition is playing the dreidel game.  A dreidel is a four-sided spinning top, and the game is 

commonly played by children. The overall objective is to win the entire pot (the “pot” can be 
anything, but is commonly money or coins).  

 On 26 December, a week long holiday called Kwanzaa starts. Kwanzaa is a holiday meant 
to celebrate African heritage in African-American culture, and was created by Maulana Karenga 

in 1966. The celebrations include decorating the house with African art, women dressing in the 
kente, feasts, and lighting candles. It is common for families to celebrate Christmas and Kwanzaa.  
 There are many different holidays to partake in and many ways to celebrate. Whatever 

holiday you like to celebrate and however you celebrate, happy holidays! 

 

     Are you struggling to find gifts for your family and friends this Christmas? Here are some ideas for 

your favorite person. On the more expensive side, you have things like phones, hoverboards and game 

consoles. Hoverboards are very “in” right now, being on many peoples wish lists. They sell from 

anywhere between $300 and $700 and come in a variety of colors such a blue or gold. Another hot item 

is the new iPhone 6s. The phone itself is $300. It comes in rose gold, gold, space grey, and silver. One 

last big want of many is the newest game consoles such as the X-box one and the PS4, both selling for 

$300. 

     For those looking for things such in a more reasonable price range, “you can never go wrong with the 

simple things, such as clothes, movies or gift cards,” says senior, Deborah O’Leary. As we get older, we 

get harder to shop for. Give a teen a gift card and they can buy whatever they please. You won't have to 

worry about getting the wrong size or everyone's biggest fear, them not liking it. Teens now-a-days are 

into stores such as Vineyard Vines, Pacsun, H&M, etc., but it you really want to take the easy route, 

invest in a Visa gift card!  
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MHS Robotics Team 

Making Great Strides 
By Jared Foreman 

     Here at MHS we have extra curricular activities for 

almost everyone. One extra curricular activity our school 

offers that you may not know about is the robotics team. 

The team is overseen by Mr. Arndt and Mrs. Kissner 

while MHS students Tara Morgen and Juliana O’Reilly 

are in charge of the Build Team. As a member of the 

robotics team you can do a few different things to assist 

the robotics team. For example, you can join the Outreach 

team which allows you to go around to all the local 

schools and get other students interested in the S.T.E.M. 

fields. That is why the president of Science National 

Honor Society Josh Taylor joined the robotics team. 

Taylor said “I love getting others involved in or informing 

them about S.T.E.M. fields.”  

      Taylor  also informed us about the other half of 

robotics team which is the competition team. What the 

competition team does is builds robots and travels to 

compete against other schools with robotics programs. 

What makes the Martinsburg High School Robotics team 

so special is that it is the only one between here and 

Morgantown. Build Team Supervisor Tara Morgen stated, 

“this year’s competition requires more complex designing 

so we have been working hard to get our robot ready.”    

     The MHS robotics team also recently placed in the top 

20’s against schools with much higher budgets than ours. 

So whatever you’re looking to work on from designing to 

programming the robotics team could be what you’re 

looking for. If you think you might be interested in 

robotics, stop by and see Mr. Arndt in the science wing. 

 

Mr. Arndt, Tara Morgen, Dante 
Joseph, Daniel Price , and Mrs. 
Kissner working on robot design 

Cat Priddy and Ritchie Canada coding for the robot 



 
 

 

MARTINSBURG BLACK AND ORANGE DECEMBER 2015 

3 

MHS Boys’ Varsity 

Basketball Team Headed to 

Hawaiian Tournament 

By Erika Sherman 

A Peak at MHS Sports Over the Holidays  

     Martinsburg High School’s very own Boys’ Varsity Basketball 

team is taking a trip to Hawaii prior to the Christmas holiday. 

Players, coaches, parents, and members of a local radio station will 

be making the trip. The boys will be playing in the Lolani Classic 

Basketball Tournament. They will be leaving December 15 and 

returning December 24 just in time for Christmas. When 

asked, “Why Hawaii?” Senior varsity player Jarrell Jones said 

"Hawaii because one of our players, Jessiya Villa, is from there and 

his family was able to get us in the tournament." Also playing in the 

tournament are schools from Los Angeles, California; High Land, 

Utah; Baltimore, Maryland; as well as a school all the way from 

Guangzhou Guangdong Province, China. 

Senior Jarrell Jones goes up 
for a shot 

12/29/15- 12/30/15…..6:00/8:00 Martinsburg Hoops Tournament (Boys) 

1/2/16… 1:00 Girls’ Varsity Basketball vs. Washington 

1/2/16…9:00am Wrestling Team will be at Jefferson Invitational 

1/2/16…7:30pm Swim Team will be at Shepherd University for a meet w/ 

Musselman, Spring Mills, and Washington 
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Talented Singer Wows MHS Community  
By Hunter Martin 

     Martinsburg’s very 

own Miranda Forsythe 

can certainly carry a tune.  

She first started

singing when she was 8 

years old.  As a member 

of the Good Times Show 

Choir, Miranda’s passion 

is singing. When asked 

about her future singing 

plans Forsythe said, “I’m 

going to audition for the 

Voice sometime.” As 

most of you know 

Miranda, who is only a 

sophomore at 

Martinsburg, has sung the 

National Anthem for our 

Boys’ Basketball team, 

Boys’ Soccer team, and 

Girls’ Soccer team before 

their games.  

 

 

 
Those are not the only events in which she has participated Forsythe explained, “I 

have sung for open mike nights and retirements.”  As anyone can tell just from 

hearing her once, she is a very talented singer.  When asked about what awards 

she has won Forsythe said, “In 8th grade I won best vocalist. I also won the talent 

show at South, and later eventually won best female soloist at a vocal fest. Good 

luck in your singing endeavors, Miranda! 

Miranda Forsythe performing for Good Times 

 



 

 

Taylor Family Sells Christmas Trees 
By Gillian Brown 

     Have you not gotten your Christmas tree for this year yet?  Well you are in 

luck!  Josh Taylor, a senior here at Martinsburg High School, and his family 

own their very own tree farm!  The farm was founded in the 1960’s, and in 

1996 Josh’s father and his business partner began to helm the retail and 

physical labor aspect of the farm.  Josh also mentioned that his father began 

working there as a teen and has been there ever since.  The farm opens the first 

Saturday after Thanksgiving, and remains open for every Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from 9 am-5 pm 

until the last Sunday before Christmas.  When I asked Josh about his favorite part about owning a tree 

farm he responded, “I like helping make people’s Christmas special.  Nothing can beat the look of 

happiness a customer will get when they find the “perfect” tree.   

     Keep in mind that this is no ordinary tree farm however; the Taylor’s enter their trees in competitions 

and win almost all the time!  Josh states that “We consistently win Grand Champion at Maryland’s state 

fair.  We would enter our trees in West Virginia, but this state does not hold a competition for Christmas 

trees.”  They are also the 4-time National Champions!  Josh stated that “We have supplied a Christmas 

tree for the Blue Room in the White House once for President Carter, twice for President Reagan, and 

once for our current president Barack Obama.”  He also mentioned that his family’s farm has “…won 

National Championship more than any other farm in the nation.”   

     The family also has some great prices at their farm!  If you would like to go out onto the farm and 

choose and cut your own tree, they charge $10/ft for a tree 

up to 9 feet tall and then they charge $15 for anything taller.  

For trees that they already have pre-cut, they charge $12/ft 

up until 9 feet tall and then $15/ft or anything that is taller.  

They have three locations for their farm: one in 

Shepherdstown and two in D.C.  The address for the one in 

Shepherdstown is 326 Knott Road Shepherdstown, WV 

25430.  So if your family is still looking for a tree, go on out 

to Dan and Bryan Tree Farm to find the perfect Christmas 

tree for your family, or keep it in mind for next year!   

 

Baling of the trees                                                                         One of the Taylor family’s fine trees 



 

 

 

     Martinsburg High School is getting a new school 

sign. MHS’s Principal Trent Sherman stated “I don’t 

have a timeline on getting the new school sign done 

but I’m hoping that it’ll be done by the end of this 

school year.” Schools like Musselman, Hedgesville, 

Spring Mills, Jefferson, and other high schools around 

us already have signs up and running.      

     According to Principal Sherman our new school 

sign will show our orange and black school colors and 

our bulldog mascot. The sign is being paid for through 

a generous grant from the Eastern West Virginia 

Community Foundation in a fund established by 

Randy Smith.   

     Principal Sherman said “the new sign is an 

electronic scrolling sign.” Sherman added “the new 

school sign will be used to recognize students, to 

connect with community and to show the type of 

environment or aura we have around Martinsburg 

High School.” Cross your fingers and let’s hope that 

our new school sign will be finished by the end of this 

school year. 

Artist’s rendition of the new 
MHS sign 

 

  Ground Has Been Broken for New MHS Sign  
  By Katiaya Napper 

The ground has officially 
been broken at the sight of 
the new MHS sign in the 
front of the school off of 
Queen Street. 



 

 

STAR WARS:  The Force 

Awakens 
By Iason Robertson 

following Star Wars movies. This is why fans 

love the original trilogy. It set a direct and 

interesting story while its prequels (episodes 1, 

2, and 3) cleared up leftover questions from the 

original trilogy.  

    MHS Senior Gary Payton said, "The Force 

Awakens will possibly answer questions fans 

have and add much more. They will see some 

of their favorite characters return and new 

mysterious faces will appear in the movie. 

People can follow the storyline they thought 

ended long ago and follow a new story at the 

same time.” Payton also added, "I think it’s 

gonna be really cool to see the series brought 

back to life. I loved Star Wars when I was little 

and I feel like that little kid's gonna come out 

again when I'm at the movies." Will the force 

awaken in you on the 18th? 

 

     As many of you have heard, there will be a 

new Star Wars movie releasing on December 

18th. Fans all across the US and the world are 

ecstatic about the continuation of the franchise. 

With millions of fans Star Wars creators and 

producers are sure to benefit greatly from the 

ticket sales. Lines in many theaters will be 

crowded and shows will sellout for days at a 

time. We are all familiar with the movie fans 

but what many do not realize is that Star Wars 
started as a comic book series. 

     Yes, George Lucas and co-writers have 

made many comics which include all the 

stories of the Star Wars films and many more. 

In the comics lies a much larger, complex 

world to discover. The first Star Wars film, "A 

New Hope" released in 1977. This set the 

foundation theme, story, and characters for all 

Panda Express Opens in Martinsburg 

By Nychel Richardson 

 

     There are more and more restaurants coming to Martinsburg. One 

of those restaurants which is newly opened is Panda Express. Panda 

Express has been called "America's Favorite Chinese restaurant." 

It is located on 927 Foxcroft Ave Martinsburg, WV in the new plaza beside Bob Evans. 

     The meal pricing averages from 6 to 8 dollars. This  

Panda Express makes their 1,748th worldwide. 

Iason Robertson says "Their food is really good & the prices are great" and Katiaya 

Napper says "They have awesome crab ragoons." So, if you are looking to try something 

different, check out Panda Express. 
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Say?  By Angel Yanni 
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The Farmer’s Almanac’s prediction for this year’s winter in West Virginia is 

snowy and seasonably cold. Whichever source you use determines what prediction 

you’ll get. The Old Farmer’s Almanac states a forecast for the rest of this year.  

   Many farmers rely on this almanac to determine their stock for the winter.  They 

invest in these predictions and allow no other than what the almanac suggests. But 

The Farmer’s Almanac is used for more reasons than one. “There’s a lot of stuff to 

do with planting with the different moon phases” explained Mr. Adam Cook, 

Martinsburg High School Vo-Ag and shop teacher. Cook added,  “I do not believe 

it is a legitimate resource.”  

   Typically an experienced farmer has his/ her own techniques they develop and 

only rely on the history or the weather. “Yes, I look at it, yes, I read it, no I do not 

depend on it,” Cook also added. With weather forecasts, depending on what source 

you use, many may have a monthly forecast. Also the Farmer’s Almanac includes 

the moon phases and how that determines how to plant your crops. The Farmer’s 

Almanac suggests things “like to plant your potatoes with its eyes facing up when 

the moon is at a certain position” Cook explained.  However, he went on to say “I 

just plant my potatoes when the ground’s dry”.  


